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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C, 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Campbell (U.S. 
Patent No. 4,394,898). 

Campbell shows an article turning apparatus 10 that includes a first station 15 and a 
second station 20 at which a plurality of articles are to be successively loaded and unloaded 
respectively and a rotary base table 14. The rotary base table 14 is driven by a motor through 
gear 43 to rotate about a stationary shaft so that its outer peripheral zone passes the first and 
second stations. A plurality of first load carrying tables 26 and 28 and a plurality of second load 
carrying tables 27 and 29 are arranged at regular intervals along the peripheral zone. The load 
carrying tables are mounted on the rotary base so as to be rotatable around their own axes while 
moving along with the peripheral zone as the rotary base rotates. The first and second load 
carrying tables are alternatingly arranged on the rotary base so that each of the second load 
carrying tables in interposed between one pair of the first load carrying tables. The turning 
mechanisms 30 and 3 1 of the load carrying tables are positioned to'rotate the first and second 
load carrying tables in opposite directions around their own axes while being moved by the 
rotary base from the first station to the second station as the rotary base rotates. As the first and 
second tables pass from the first station to the second station, a suction box communicates with 
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through holes 58 in the article engaging portions 57 of the each of the load carrying tables 
through a slot 48 that extends along a path on which the load carrying tables travel from the first 
station to the second station so that the through holes are in fluid communication with the section 
box only when the load carrying table travels from the first station toward the second station. A 
shaft having opposite upper and lower ends supports the load carrying tables. The shafts have 
hollow portions 55 with open upper ends in fluid communication with the through holes and 
lower ends with openings 56 in fluid communication with the elongated opening of the suction 
box only when the load carrying tables are on the path between the first and second station. 
Thus Campbell shows all the structure required by claims 20-22. . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 13-18 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

4: Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Mark A. Deuble whose telephone number is (571) 272-6912. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday except for alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfial, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene O. Crawford can be reached on (571) 272-691 1. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




